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No matter: 
  how you are coming to this service; 

what you've come from or where you are going; 
what you are feeling or just not feeling; 
what you believe or doubt; 
who you are, how you identify; 
whom you love 

All of who you are is welcomed into this community of faith 
by a God who loves you abundantly. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 3880 SE Brooklyn St 
503.236.2389 Portland, OR 97202 StPaulPortland.org 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS           Rev. Brett Pinder 
 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Brett Pinder 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
our Creator with us in the seasons of our lives  

and who turns the seasons of the living earth; 
Christ our sibling who turns us to really pay attention  

to one another; 
Spirit who turns this world toward the world as it should be.  
Amen.  

 
 
GATHERING HYMN  
Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake         ELW 799 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Pr Brett: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood, 
you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea, 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river, 
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 
By water and your Word,  
you claim us as your beloved children, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 
Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3880 SE Brooklyn St 
503.236.2389 Portland, OR 97202 StPaulPortland.org 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Liturgist:   Holy God — in this precious hour, we pause 
   and gather to hear your living word –  
  to do so, we break from responsibilities that demand of us, 
   and even from play that lightens us; 
  Move us from fears that overwhelm 
   and from our ambitions, sometimes too strong. 
  Bless us with sabbath pause. 
   that we may focus to listen deeply, 
   that we may receive your living word, 
   that we may be changed, 

that we may be empowered. 
    Amen.1 
 
 
James 3:1-12 

3:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and 
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness. 
 
3:2 For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no 
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 
check with a bridle. 
 
3:3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies. 
 
3:4 Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong 
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 
 
3:5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
 
3:6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our 
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on 

 
1 adapted from Brueggemann, Walter.  “That We May Change.”  Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth 
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fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
 
3:7 For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 
species, 
 
3:8 but no one can tame the tongue--a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 
 
3:9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
those who are made in the likeness of God. 
 
3:10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
 
3:11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh 
and brackish water? 
 
3:12 Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a 
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
Liturgist: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:  May we have ears to hear.  
 
 
PSALM READING 
 
Psalm 116:1 – 9 
 
Liturgist: I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
    and listened to my | supplication, 
 
All:  for the LORD has given | ear to me 
    whenev- | er I called. 
 
Liturgist: The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | 

came upon me; 
   I came to | grief and sorrow. 
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All:  Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 
    “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R 
 
Liturgist: Gracious is the | LORD and righteous; 
    our God is full | of compassion. 
 
All:  The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent; 
    I was brought low, | and God saved me. 
Liturgist: Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 
    for the LORD has dealt | well with you. 
 
All:  For you have rescued my | life from death, 
    my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
 
Liturgist: I will walk in the presence | of the LORD 
    in the land | of the living.  
 
 
GOSPEL READING 
Pr. Brett: You are invited to rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
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Mark 8:27-38 
8:27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, "Who do people 
say that I am?" 
 
8:28 And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 
 
8:29 He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter 
answered him, "You are the Messiah." 
 
8:30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 
 
8:32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 
 
8:33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things." 
 
8:34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 
"If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 
 
8:35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it. 
 
8:36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? 
 
8:37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
 
8:38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will 
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also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels." 
 

Pr. Brett: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:  May we have ears to hear.  

 
 
 
SERMON             Rev. Brett Pinder  
 
HYMN 
Crashing Waters at Creation          ELW 455 
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HOLY BAPTISM 
 
Pr. Brett: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth… 

…and joined in God's mission for the life of the world… 
 
 

…Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world…  

 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE AND WELCOME AFTER BAPTISM 
All:  You belong to Christ, 

in whom you have been baptized. 
Alleluia. 
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Pr. Brett: Sustain Anthony with the gift of your Holy Spirit:  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
 
Let your light so shine before others 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 
Family is gifted a baptismal candle. 
 

Pr. Brett: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
All:  We welcome you into the body of Christ  

and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. 

 
 
SUNG RESPONSE AFTER BAPTISM 
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters         ELW 445 

(verse 3) 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Pr. Brett:  Ours is welcoming community  

where we seek to build connections;  
...after all, loving our neighbor is a lot like loving our God   
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Ours is a sharing community where our joys are celebrated;  
...a caring community where we amplify resilience and grace in 
the wake of sorrows;   
 

 
Pr. Brett: Lord in your mercy, 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

[in response to prayer concerns] 
 
Pr. Brett: Praise the Lord. 
All:  Halleluiah! 

[in response to prayers of joy] 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNG RESPONSE 
There Is a Balm in Gilead             ELW 614 

(Vs 1) 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
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And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through the living Christ;  
who, sharing our life, lived among us to  
reveal your glory and love. 
And so, with the whole church, 
with the company of the whole host of our ancestors in faith, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, 
your love is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures  
from age to age…. 

  
…Remembering their love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

  Christ has died, 
  Christ is risen, 
  Christ will come again. 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Unveil yourself to us in the breaking of bread. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Empower as the body of Christ for the world. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones, our ancestors in faith,  
of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
\ 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
RECEIVING COMMUNION 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am                     ELW 814 
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Pr. Brett:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you  

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  
Now send us forth empowered by Spirit, that we may embody 
your redeeming love in the world and continue into your world 
as the body of the risen Christ.  Amen 

 
 
SENDING HYMN 
Will You Come and Follow Me          ELW 798 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
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