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Peter, one of the disciples, appears again in this week’s gospel. Recently we talked 
on Sunday morning about his reluctance of getting out of the boat and then finally 
walking across the water to meet Jesus, only to find himself drowning when the 
wind picked up and he lost his concentration. At that time, Jesus told him it was his 
lack of faith that did it. This week Jesus reminds him that he is Peter, the rock in 
which our church is built upon. Next week he’ll call him Satan and tell him to get 
out of his way. Peter has had an incredible summer through this green season. 
  
The Lutheran Study Bible tells us more about this famous disciple: 
  
“How have Christians interpreted Peter as the rock? Roman Catholics have 
understood Peter himself and his successors to be the rock. This provides the basis 
for the pope as leader of the church. For Protestants, the important thing is what 
Peter confesses — that Jesus is the son of the living God. The continuity of the 
church then is based on its message and on continuing to tell that message. Peter 
struggled to understand the meaning of his confession and of Jesus’ death for the 
world (Matthew 16:22-23; 26:69-75). Even after Jesus’ resurrection, Peter still 
continued to struggle to understand the full meaning of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection (Acts 10:1-11:18; Gal 2:11-14). Jesus’ promise makes Peter who he is. 
It was important to Luther that we not idealize the apostles. Jesus sends people 
who still wrestle to understand what it is all about to spread the good news 
throughout the nations. Jesus makes more of people than they can make of 
themselves.  (Matthew 16:18).” (The Lutheran Study Bible, Augsburg Fortress, 
p.1634). 
  
Peter is a Biblical figure that most of us can easily relate to. He’s so much the “so 
close but still so far away” type-of-character that many of us see our greatest 
success, failures and opportunities wrapped up in the stories we still tell of his faith 
and his journey.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Kelle 


